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Synopsis: A study of how Xi Jinping rapidly made himself the most powerful Chinese leader since 
Mao Zedong, and how in turn his authoritarian ways have sparked a backlash against him at home and 
abroad. Xi has transformed China at home and abroad with a speed and aggression that few foresaw 
when he came to power in 2012. Finally, he is meeting resistance, both at home among disgruntled 
officials and disillusioned technocrats, and abroad from an emerging coalition of Western nations that 
seem determined to resist China’s geopolitical and high-tech expansion. 
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